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Kelsey Ellingsen is the Director of Local Government Affairs at the Central Ohio Transit
Authority (COTA), an organization serving a region of more than 1.3 million people. As
a dedicated member of the Central Ohio community experienced in the local civic
and public policy landscape, Kelsey plays a critical role in driving COTA’s priorities
forward through advocacy and partnerships with valued community stakeholders and
elected officials. 

Kelsey has a long history of serving Central Ohio, previously working as a legislative
aide at Columbus City Council, serving in public policy roles for the Ohio House of
Representatives and the Ohio Department of Education, as well as working on several
campaigns. 

Kelsey earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and a Master of Public
Administration from The Ohio State University. She is also a 2024 graduate of
Leadership Columbus and the President of The Ohio State University John Glenn
College of Public Affairs Alumni Association
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Jonathan Hopkins
Principal and Founder

Jonathan Hopkins is a national transit campaign and congestion
reduction expert with experience leading public-private partnerships
for more accessible and connected cities. An Army veteran, Jonathan
has held policy or leadership roles at Uber, Lime, Commute Seattle
and Brightline. He also led Seattle Subway’s successful efforts to pull
off Seattle’s transformative $54 billion ST3 transit measure in 2016.
Now leading Smart Mobility Associates, he advises, assists, and
operates Transportation Management Associations and other P3
partnerships for thriving cities. He is based in Miami.


